232               OUT OF MY COFFIN
preparing for a big operation. The proficiency of
Gilbert Miller in having all his plays perfect, and
accurate in every detail is well known.
Our rehearsals had been attended by the Matron
and some of the surgeons of St. George's Hospital,
so that every item should be correct.
In this play my part was that of an Italian
widowed mother named Mrs. Andrea, whose only
son had to have a severe operation performed on
him. The scene where Mrs. Andrea implored the
surgeons to save her son's life was most pathetic
and dramatic. At the end of the play one heard
that the son was saved. It seemed to me an
odd fact that my part should be so much like
my present circumstance, even to the name being
Andrea.
To my great joy, de Martel rang me up from Paris
immediately after the operation, to tell me that it
had been most successful.
Three weeks later Andre returned to England,
and went to the Agricultural College of Seale Hayne
at Newton Abbot, where the good food and Devon-
shire air sooji built him up. So much did he like the
college and the work, that it gave him the idea of
becoming a veterinary surgeon, and it was from
there he entered as a student the Veterinary College
in Edinburgh.
The " Depression " moved on when, in July, 1936,
Auriol Lee, whom I had known very well for many
years, and who has always been most kind to me,
offered me a beautiful part in The Lady of La Pazt
in which I had plenty of scope for acting. We
opened at the Criterion Theatre.
It was the first time in my career that I had met